*    AMUSEMENTS    *
Admiral (having taken the paper): He is free!

[The seamen give three cheers, William leaps
from the platform. Susan is handed on by Cross-
tree, followed by Greatbrain, Twig, etc.']

Black-eyed Susan was only one of a great number of
nautical plays, which were immensely popular with
audiences to whom Nelson was still a living memory,
The nation had been roused to wild enthusiasm by
Grace Darling's heroism, and perhaps the least of the
annoyances attendant on the publicity forced upon
her was that of being put into a play. Grace Darling,
or The Wreck at Sea, by Edward Stirling, provided a
delightful drama about the reunion of parted lovers,
and paid not the slightest attention to what really
happened. The fact that Grace had been brought up
very religiously and cared nothing for young men,
could hardly be expected to survive the rush of romantic
excitement which her act of heroism aroused. Applica-
tions for locks of her hair came until Grace was in danger
of growing bald. Her father wrote to the papers com-
plaining that he and his daughter had had to sit for
their portraits seven times in twelve days, and the pro-
prietor of Batty's Circus tried to engage her, even going
so far as to advertise her appearance on his stage. After
this extravagance the play seems quite restrained, and
its comic relief only natural.

GRACE  DARLING

OR, THE WRECK AT SEA

BY E. STIRLING

ACT I, SCENE V.

Lantern of the lighthouse, with large light burning,
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